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Students are encouraged to 
push the boundaries of creativity

Executive Director, Colin 
Kerrigan, conducts a 
critique with students

Established in 2009, in association with University of the 
Arts London (UAL), International School of Creative Arts 
(ISCA) is now a fully independent and thriving school 

for pre-university study in art and design. Based in south 
Buckinghamshire, at ISCA’s heart lies the notion of “creativity 
through skills”. ISCA develops talented creative individuals by 
preparing them for the demands of further study and industry. 
Executive Director Colin Kerrigan explains that ISCA provides 
every student with the core skills and support they need to 
realise their full creative and academic potential.

ISCA’s success has been achieved through careful development planning and 
investment in key areas, in tandem with an enthusiasm for innovation and the 
belief that true creative freedom is achieved by mastering the underlying skills 
of one’s craft. We work to build relationships with industry professionals and 
higher education institutions, so that students understand the expectations and 
opportunities that lie ahead. We aim to be at the forefront of pre-university studies 
in art and design and to equip students, from diverse cultural backgrounds, with 
the necessary technical and intellectual skills to progress onto leading international 
creative arts universities in both the UK and overseas.

Academic excellence

The learning environment at ISCA is entirely student-centric, intended to identify 
and nurture students’ talents by supporting and encouraging meaningful 
engagement in all creative activities. This allows skills to be improved, intellect to 
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be developed and self-confidence to 
be built. It is supported by our belief 
that students should be taught in 
small groups, by enthusiastic, highly 
talented staff, who are committed to 
our values and ideals. All of our staff 
have experience teaching at A level 
and university level, while they are all 
professionals in their own field – our 
fashion teachers are professional 
designers and our art instructors are 
professional artists. We also focus on 
continual professional development for 
our staff, to ensure they are up to date 
with best practice and comfortable 
with our tutorial and portfolio-
based approach.

Portfolio development and 
individual support

We are conscious of our responsibility 
to prepare students for a future in 
higher education, and therefore our 
role includes ensuring that students 
pass the mandatory examinations 
and, crucially, for their progression to 
university, prepare an incisive portfolio 
of work to support their application. 
The groundwork that we provide in 
preparing students with transferrable 
skills for their future studies is 

equally invaluable; inducting them 
in the methodologies and academic 
practices they will encounter, as well 
as preparing them for the demands 
of higher education. We achieve this, 
above all, through a system of tutorials 
and critiques, which are a primary form 
of assessment at ISCA. These sessions 
help students get a sense of where 
they are in their development and, 
importantly, to develop the resilience 
required to give and receive feedback 
on their work, a vital skill in the 
creative world.

Redefining art and design

An interdisciplinary approach 
encourages students to redefine 
subject boundaries and to make 
connections between different 
areas of learning. We hold that this 
provides the best possible preparation 
for progression to universities 
worldwide, as it deepens a student’s 
understanding by permitting them to 
revisit a concept or skill from different 
perspectives, looking for the new 
in the old, for the extraordinary in 
the ordinary. Interdisciplinary study 
also allows tutors to apply methods 
and language from more than one 
academic discipline to examine a 
theme, issue, question, problem, topic 
or experience.

Critical and creative thinking

Critical and creative thinking lies 
at the heart of teaching at ISCA 
as it underpins all art and design 
learning. As a core skill, critical and 
creative thinking gives students an 
understanding of how to evaluate 
knowledge, clarify concepts, consider 
alternatives and solve problems. It 
encourages students to think broadly 
and deeply, using skills, reason, logic, 
resourcefulness and imagination, all of 
which will stand them in good stead 
both in higher education and the 
world of work.

“Teaching is excellent 
and focuses clearly on 
the academic and career 
needs of individual 
students” ISI Report 
June 2018

ISCA provides 
every student 
with the core 
skills and 
support they 
need to realise 
their full 
creative and 
academic 
potential

“

“
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A level plus

We have carefully considered the shape 
of our curriculum so that it fulfils our 
dual commitment to interdisciplinary 
study and critical and creative thinking. 
Students receive a broad understanding 
of art, craft and design while also 
gaining practical and creative skills using 
a variety of materials and techniques.

In order to further strengthen the 
curriculum, we have introduced the 
OCR Level 3 Cambridge Technical 
Diploma in Art & Design, which 
can accommodate fine art, fashion 
textiles, graphic communication and 
3D design. The diploma is structured 
to ensure that emphasis is placed on 
the development of core skills in each 
subject area. This provides students 
with a strong foundation, prior to the 
commencement of A level studies in 
year 2. At A level, we offer students 
varied combinations of art and design 
subjects. Options include critical and 
contextual studies, fine art, graphic 
communication, fashion textiles and 
3D design. Maths is also available for 
those students who require it.

In their second year, students are 
also given the unique opportunity to 
develop and hone their understanding 
by spending one day a week at the 
world-famous UAL Central Saint 
Martins. This equips them with the 
skills necessary to take the next step to 
higher education, while expanding and 
enriching their portfolio.

Academic support, which includes 
targeted English language tuition and 
the development of study skills, forms 
an integral part of our curriculum. 
We have also introduced a pre-A level 
programme, a pathway for students 
who lack the skill set required for A level 
study, leading to the Cambridge iGCSE.

University progression

Our success in securing places for our 
students at the best institutions is 

notable. Over 98 per cent of students 
go on to higher study, with the majority 
studying at one of the UAL colleges – 
the largest university for creative arts 
in Europe. We also send a number of 
students to London universities such 
as UCL and Goldsmiths, while we have 
had students study at Parsons in New 
York and Paris.

The future

As we move forward, we aim to 
continue to hone our approach, while 
developing the methods that have 
established our global reputation and 
success. We will continue to innovate 
and tackle issues in our unique way. By 
continuously reflecting on our teaching 
styles and following the lead of the 
creative industry, we can ensure our 
students achieve the most up-to-date 
understanding of the creative sector.

We will continue to use cutting-edge 
technology to further improve our 
educational offerings and ensure 
our students are at the forefront of 
innovation in years to come. Based 
25 minutes outside central London, 
we will continue to capitalise on the 
world’s most successful centre for the 
creative industry through maintaining 
links with outstanding institutions and 
businesses. Our links give our students 
as deep and broad an understanding 
as possible, and our programmes offer 
them an opportunity to study at some 
of the best universities in the world.

Over 98 per 
cent of 
students go 
on to higher 
study, with 
the majority 
studying at 
one of the 
UAL colleges 
– the largest 
university for 
creative arts in 
Europe

“

“
Students prepare an 
incisive portfolio of 
work to support their 
university application


